
Guardian Angels School          www.gachaska.org   
217 West Second Street            952-227-4010 
Chaska, MN  55318                           952-227-4050 Fax 
October 29, 2009 

 
Items sent home the week of October 26, 2009: 

• Library (flyer)  
• Flu (flyer)  
• Fair Share (attachment)  
• Halloween (attachment)  

 
Dear Parents, 
 
PUMP IT UP (RAKE IT UP!) RAKE-A-THON 2009 
It is only Monday as I begin this letter, but I had to write it today, because – we finally had our raking day, and what a 
day it was!!  I don’t want to forget a single detail, so here goes:  Friday was a disappointment with the rain and snow, 
but God smiled on us Monday – we even had sunshine!  Let me tell you first about the Little Angels, our 
preschoolers.  They came on Thursday and Monday with rakes and brooms and swept the pea rock on our 
playground, so we are grateful to them for helping out all the kids who play on our playground.  Then, they brought in 
$1500 toward our goal.  All of our students and teachers in the rest of the school were angels in the community too; 
they went out and raked yards and the City Park.  Those students who couldn’t rake, stayed back and disinfected 
desks and railings and doorknobs all throughout the school.  At the end of raking time, we were about $2700 short of 
our goal – down from the $3500 we sent out to you earlier. Now, we are only about $1500 short.  So we are pretty 
excited and decided not to close the books quite yet.  Then, we got another “angel offering” – if we have 100% 
participation in student contributions (we are almost there), we have the offer to make our goal for us, if we are 
short!!  As Father Paul reminded us at the assembly – if we all learned more about service, if we worked for others, as 
we are asked to do, if we all participated, then all of us can feel good about our accomplishments. 
The top 3 classes are: 
3rd place – Mrs. Goers and the 4th grade (popcorn party) 
2nd place – Mrs. Gallus’ homeroom (ice cream party) 
1st place – Ms. Brusegard and the 5th grade (pizza party) 
26 students going to Grand Slam with us for their huge gifts, all bringing in over $320 are: Sydney Bork, Alex Janey, 
Stephen Godzak, Sandra Redwing, Jessica, Jacob and Nick Van Pelt, Lauren Vettel, Nicholas and Matthew Salwei, 
Josh and Zac Gallus, Harrison Michael, Tyler Thompson, Tim Kaufhold, Patrick Baker, Chris Pohlen, Sam Winfield, 
Mikayla Bennett, Madison and Andrew Hicks, Claire, Christian, Anna Tesch, and Paige Robling. 
Our top 2 gifts are Anna Tesch in 7th grade, bringing in $1,360 (and siblings Christian and Claire bringing in another 
$1,320) and Paige Robling in 5th grade, bringing in $845-can you believe it?! 
 
Stewardship 
Stewardship is a way of life; a way to thank God for His gifts to us by giving them back.  For us that means sharing 
our gifts and talents with others, taking the time to help others – returning to God our time and talent.  The other part 
of stewardship is sharing treasure.  There is something for everyone in your family, so come to the GA Ministry Fair 
after the Masses on November 1; check out all the ministries available and those in need of additional help in St. 
Francis Hall.  For children in all of our programs, we have re-ordered stewardship envelopes to begin using again 
with our Wednesday school Masses.  Please talk with your child about what they can return to God each time we 
gather for school Mass, and you are teaching your children some valuable life lessons in stewardship!  
 
Homework Hotline from the Chaska Library 
Please see the flyer attached regarding this program.  With just a library card and pin number, you can actually use 
your home computer and have a live tutor help with any homework projects. 
 



Thank Yous 
• To the many parents who helped us with Rake-A-Thon – those who raked with us, planned behind the scenes, 

counted money each week, brought treats for our students, picked up leaves – we couldn’t do it without you 
• Our Pastor, Father Paul, our constant cheerleader, supporter, publicist – our #1 angel 
• To Dan Keyport of Dolce Vita Wine Shop for last Saturday’s Oktoberfest Beer and Wine Tasting; he 

generously donated 15% back to GA. So thanks to all who purchased – it meant $459.58 for us 
• Our Middle School students for hosting today’s carnival – we love the good examples they show to our 

younger students 
• To those SAC and PTO members who agreed to cover the school booth at Sunday’s Ministry Fair 
• To Lisa Ronhovde Sodahl for the donation of office supplies 
• To the Westin family for book donations to the library in October 
• To Nancy Tufto for the banana bread for the staff 
• To the Shermock family for the donation of pumpkins 
• To the following students that did announcements or collected envelopes at Mass: PMP  Sally Aberle, K Nick 

Gess, 1st grade, Maria Aberle, Josephine Kiedrowski, Alex Janey, Joey Richelsen, Kyle Korkowski, Julia 
Redwing 2nd grade: Casey Gess, Kate Perrill, Michaela Shelley 4th grade: Rachel Guillemette, Andrew 
Hicks, Betsy Aberle, Kathryn Shelley, 5th grade: Jack Perrill, 6th grade: Megan Schierman, Madison Hicks, 
Bianca Ess, 7th grade: Anna Perrill, Sandra Redwing and 8th grade: Anne Richelsen, Samantha Schierman 

 
Congratulations 

• To the following 8th graders who were selected by the Middle School teachers to represent GA at this year’s 
Quiz Bowl: Anna Herd, Connor Herd, Luke Melander, Anne Richelsen; Quiz Bowl is held at the University of 
St. Thomas on December 14th  

• To the Nolan family, we just heard that their twins were born this morning, a baby girl ☺, and a baby boy ☺ 
• To Mrs. Beth Ward, who had a baby boy (Jack), 7 pounds, 11 oz. last night ☺ 
 
We look forward to our conferences with you tonight and tomorrow.  All involved put in a great effort to make the 
most of these meetings for the sake of our students, and the rewards and benefits show!  In keeping with the 
efforts to do all we can for our children, PTO has invited Dr. Kahn to speak to the adults in their lives; he will be 
in St. Francis Hall on Thursday, November 5th at 6:30, and his topic is “When Friendships Hurt”.  Please join us. 

 
Blessings, 
 
 
Nancy Ronhovde 

 

 
Food Drive 
 

Hi!  We’re from the Third Grade and we would like to let everyone know that the fall 
Food Drive, Stuff a Truck, has started here at Guardian Angels School.  Please bring 
any items that will not spoil such as:  canned or boxed food, diapers, baby wipes, and 
soap.  Our goal is to fill four grocery bags per classroom by Friday, November 13th.  
Remember that we are all missionaries, and this is one way we can give back to those 
who are less fortunate.  Thank you for your generosity! 



 
 

Lunch Accounts 

There have been some inquiries about the meal pay on-line.  The reason for this is 
we are in the process of going on line, live with the district.  We hope to have this 
problem resolved by the end of December. This is why your meal pay accounts 
are not accurate.  Please feel free to call Vicki at GA for any questions or 
concerns on your account. The letters that we send home do have the accurate 
account balance on them. You can contact Vicky at 227-4044. Thanks! 

 

LITTLE RINGERS PERFORMANCE 

The Little Ringers will be performing on Sunday, November 8th at the 10am mass.  
Practice will be at 9:30am prior to mass.  For more information or if you have 
questions, please contact Tami Hed at tamihed@comcast.net 

 
PTO Presentation 
PTO is hosting a Dr. Kahn presentation on Thursday, November 5 from 6:30 pm to 7:45 pm in St. Francis 
Hall.  The topic of his discussion will be “When Friendship Hurts".  We hope that you will join us for this 
educational evening.     
 
 
 

The Middle School Service Club will be organizing the Samaritan’s Purse—Operation Christmas Child project this 
year.  While you and your family may not be in the Christmas Spirit quite yet, we’d like to jump start the season for 
you!  Our goal is to pack up 40 shoeboxes with small items for Christmas.  This project needs to start early because 
all the boxes need to be mailed overseas, which can take 4-6 weeks for delivery.  Please bring Mrs. Gallus any 
shoeboxes or items from the list below that your family would be able to donate to this worthy cause.  Cash donations 
will also be accepted at GA to help defray the cost of shipping, which is $7.00 per box.  Let’s help bring lots of smiles 
to children’s faces this year! 

GIFT IDEAS: 

TOYS  
small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, small Etch A Sketch®, toys that light up or make noise 
(with extra batteries), Slinky®, etc.  
 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES  
pens, pencils and sharpener, crayons or markers, stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads or paper, solar calculators, coloring and picture books, 
etc.  
 
HYGIENE ITEMS  
toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap (in a plastic bag), comb, washcloth, etc.  
 
OTHER  
Hard candy and lollipops (please double bag all candy), mints, gum, T-shirts, socks, ball caps; sunglasses, hair clips, toy jewelry, watches, 
flashlights (with extra batteries)  



 
A PERSONAL NOTE  
In a separate envelope, you may enclose a note to the child and a photo of yourself or your family. (If you include your name and address, the 
child may write back.)  
 
DO NOT INCLUDE:  
Used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures; chocolate or food; out-of-date candy; liquids or 
lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snowglobes or glass containers; aerosol cans  
 

 
Calendar of Events:                         

                                                Oct. 29 – Carnival/Evening Conferences 
                                                Oct. 30 – NO SCHOOL – Conferences 
                                                Oct. 31 – Happy Halloween ☺ 
               ������ ��� Nov. 3 –  9:20 7 &8 Grade Holy Family-play 
                                                Nov. 4 – Mass (8th Grade) 
                                                Nov. 5 – 6:30 PTO  
                                                Nov. 6 – 6-9 pm Middle School Dance      
                                                Nov. 9-11 – Camp Long Lake (grade 6) 
                                                Nov. 11 – Mass (2nd Grade) 
 
                                                  

Lunchroom & Playground Helpers 
 
                                   Lunchroom          Playground       Playground 
Mon November 2 Kristen Carla Shermock Janice Dahl 

Tues November 3 Marie Guillemette Stacey Stoffel Jeanne Karschnia 

Wed November 4 Jackie Weber HELP NEEDED  Maureen Tesch 

Thurs November 5 Stacy Dunlap Eric Crowell Lora Hicks 

Fri November 6 Kathe Matthews Teresa or Chris Gess Barb Winfield 

 
               

 

SPORTS CORNER 

Fall Sports Season Ends . . . Tournaments this weekend. Go Sabres!! 

 




