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A new tradition has begun in the Friary Gardens honoring St. Francis’s love of animals. It's the annual Bless
of the Animals. This year the event was held on Sunday, October 4.

A surprising 50+ people were in attendance, with a similar number of much-loved pets. Not present we
Conran Schneider, OFM, who was unable to attend for health reasons. Presiding at the blessing was Deaco
Gregg Sroder, in honor of St. Francis’s ordination as a deacon.

Accompanying the blessing was our incomparable G.A. School choir, directed by our school music teacl
Theresa O’Donnell. In the mix of hymns were also songs about pets and a certain man who had a farm ...
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family’s snake passed away before the blessing, which raises an interesting theological question or two. Wh
the snake had been blessed. Would that have prolonged his life? Where is the deceased snake now? Son
to ponder before next year’s blessing right around the Feast of St. Francis.

Special thanks to our incredible liturgist, Randy Symanitz, who coordinated the whole event with Phillip
Grayczyk ... during the same weekend in which we celebrated otibirfiiday as a parish on the Solemnity
of the Guardian Angels. Last but not least, thanks to the many participants who brought plastic baggies. :-)
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