




















Knights of Columbus

Chaska/Carver Council 9141 Mark Your Calendars

Fish Fry

Friday, March 12
4:30pm - 7:30pm
Guardian Angels School Gym
215 W 2nd Street, Chaska, MN

Adults: $9.00 Children:

NOW!

Deep Fried Fish, Potato Salad, Mashed
Potatoes Green Beans, Coleslaw,
Buttered Bread and Desserts

5-12 Years Old $5.00

One of the scariest words for many Catholic Christians is the
word “evangelist”. Or “evangelizafion”.

As | mentioned in last week’s bulletin, evan%elization is scary
for many because we've all been intimidated or annoyed by a
zealous Christian. Maybe the slick salesman’s scriptural
knowledge revealed one’s own lack of familiarity with the Bible.
More than likely, the evangelist implied that we Catholic
Christians weren't really Christian.

To be frank, lay Catholic
Christians barely studied the
Bible before the 20th century,
{)erhap_s contenting themselves to
he scripture heard on Sunday.
Perhalgs thinking “That’s Father’s [
job.” Even today, it is hard to get
parishioners to take Bible study
classes in our parishes.

So is it any wonder that more
than a few Catholic Christians
would be reluctant to
evangelize the ancient Faith by
employing scripture? By
engaging in a civilized
argument with someone
knocking at the door? By
inviting others to check out the
Catholic Church?

Enabling a reluctance to study scripture and engage in
evangelization is, for a few, the notion that one is unworthy to
proclaim the good news, to preach, to witness to the Faith.

| write “enabling” because | think that a sense of unworthiness
is a bit of a cop out. Sorry, I'm just being frank. It's an excuse
used to slough off onto priests and others Jesus’ command that
all dISCIPleS must be evangelizing. Mark 16:15 ~ “Go into all
the world and preach the gospel to all creation.”

Jesus doesn’t get more explicit than this in His directions to us.
True, when Heteaches us to love God, love others as we love
ourselves (“love” being understood as care and respect), He is
showing us how to live as His disciples. But in terms of what
we are to do after becoming His disciples and taking up His
“Way”, we are to go forth and evangelize.

No ifs, ands or buts about it.

I's not just Father’s job, or Sister’s role, It is every disciple’s.
God-given mission. "From the very beginning ... beginning with
our baptisms. After we were baptized with water and the Holy
Spirit, we were anointed with oil, thereb¥_ sharing in Christ’s
priestly, royal, and prophetic mission. |figure that we
evangelize something every d_ax We may not realize it, but
we are all called to be evangelisfs. Let's just make sure we're

Did you know there’s a special
on angel wings over at G.A.?

evangelizing “The Way” of Christ, and not, by default, the way
of television, society, politics as usual, etc.

St. Francis once said, “Preach everywhere and at all times ...
and sometimes even use words.” What the humble saint was
profoundly saying is that our actions, informed by “The Way”,

should show forth the truth of Jesus’ teachings.

Remember, Jesus’ three years of ministry essentially showed
us how to live, how to be with each other, how to truly love
» God and others. When we live this way, people will notice.
- And want to be like that. But being living examples of
Jesus’ teachings doesn't let us off the hook in terms of
evangelizing with words. When our words flow from our
actions, they are especially powerful and inviting.

An example of what this could look like: | was once at the
checkout counter at Coopers grocery store, talking with Jim
Fink about how our parish membership and parishioner
activity had grown like crazy. Jim seemed impressed.
Overhearing us, a guy behind me in line said, “Well, if you
rea][lly want to know where the action is, you gotta go check
out ...

As he mentioned the con%egation’s preacher — though,
interestingly enough, not the church’s membership —he
didn’t see my collar under by my jacket. He did not strike
me as particularly zealous or obnoxious. He didn't _
condemn anz/ other Christian denomination. He didn't guilt
me or Jim into going. | even doubt he thought he was
getting heavenly extra credit for his holy markefing effort.

He was,simply(] psgche_d about, and proud of, what was
happening at his Baptist congregation. He wanted to share a
good thing with others.

My friends — whether G.A. parishioners or associate members,
parents of G.A. School students or alumni or students — all of
us are encouraged to share with others what is happening here
at G.A. Not only because of an obllﬂahon to do so, per Jesus’
command. But out of a sense of enthusiasm for what
PARISHIONERS and SCHOOL PARENTS are doing here ...
out of a desire to share an amazing thing.

Fortunately, you don’t have to be annoying to do this, nor a
scripture scholar. You can continually and enthusiastically
extend invitations to friends, family, acquaintances, colleagues,
and even strangers at checkout counters to, well, check out

Perhaps joining you! At a Mass, for example, non-
Catholics are often a little wary of the gestures and movements
we dCathollcs do by habit. First-timers could definitely use your
guidance.

You don't have to be super-holy, perfect or know the Bible
backwards and forwards to talk up what GAers are doing. Or
to extend the invitation. You just have to let your excitement
evangelize. This is evangelization ... Catholic-style. -- Fr. Paul




