














That was enthusiastically suggested many times after the January 24th 
“Hearts for Haiti” benefit concert supported by churches of all 
denominations in the southwest metro, largely organized by three 
pastors in downtown Chaska, and their 
staff.  Another comment: “I can’t believe 
such nationally recognized talent would 
come to this part of the Twin Cities to 
perform.  I was very pleasantly surprised.”
Not all the talent in the benefit concert was 
nationally recognized … yet!  Here’s who 
regaled all those who came: Joanne 
Wintroath (Guardian Angels) sang lilting 
Irish ballads, Jamie Moore (St. Victoria’s) 
sang beautiful hymns with the piano 
accompaniment of Sharon Schindler (St. 
Hubert), Jerry Steele (the Basilica and G.A. 
parishes) sang gospel with Teresa Schmidt 
(G.A.) accompanying on the piano, Tim 
Frantzich (of “A Prairie Home Companion” 
fame) sang peace and service ballads, and 
nationally renowned Robert Robinson brought the house to its feet with 
his gospel singing.  Much of the national talent was attracted by the 
incredible work of Tom Green, Dir. of Admin and Finance at G.A.
The emcee was Trish Van Pilsum from Fox 9 TV, Michele Benyo from 
Feed My Starving Children giving a short presentation on their special 
food ministry.  Bonnie Steele –pastoral care minister at St. Joseph the 
Worker – movingly presented on Haitian life in a village that will be 
assisted by the fundraiser: Bouzy, Haiti.  St. Joseph’s parish has a 
sister-parish relationship with Bouzy’s parish. 
The count is in: the benefit concert raised $6,195.35, half of which will 
go to Feed My Starving Children and half going to the village of Bouzy, 
in Haiti.  And certainly more will be coming in.  Several people unable to 
come to the benefit because of the weather or previous engagements 
commented that they still want to give to “Hearts for Haiti.”  Those who 
wish to help can send checks written out to “Hearts for Haiti” to 

Guardian Angels Church & School, 215 West Second Street, Chaska, 
MN  55318.  G.A. has set  up an account for the fund at a local bank.  
Not only is this a significant amount of money to raise during a 

recession, during bad weather, from people 
of all sorts of denominational backgrounds,  
and on the same Sunday as the Vikings 
game … it is a lot of money in terms of food 
that can go to Haitians in great need.
Trish Van Pilsum commented during the 
benefit that there is talk about charity 
fatigue in America.  She frankly stated that 
Haitians will need assistance for a very long 
time.  They were incredibly challenged 
before the earthquake, and are of course in 
far worse condition now. 
Before the benefit concert, I had a chance 
to talk with the incredible performers at the 
Hearts for Haiti benefit.  I was struck how 
they all felt – as individuals – sort of helpless 

before the onslaught of bad news coming in from Haiti.  But they knew 
that if they came to the benefit and contributed, if they came together 
with other folks who needed to come together, much could be done.  
The Hearts for Haiti benefited not only Haitians, it benefited all 
Christians who understand that when one member of the body is 
suffering, we all suffer. 
And this is, frankly, what we raised up for people to consider during the 
past week of Prayer for Christian Unity.  Together, we Christians can 
accomplish so much more.  And we are just more complete when we 
do come together.  There is something far more enriching about the 
community acting together … as opposed to individuals simply 
watching the news and concerts on television or the computer.
Our prayer is that what we did at this concert is something that we can 
do more and more of as Christians of all traditions.  All throughout the 
year. -- Fr. Paul

“Let!s Do this Again!”

Next Sunday is the annual Guardian Angels Men's Club Beef & 
Sausage  Dinner. Dinner will be served from 11:00 am to 1:30 
pm in the school gym. Takeout dinners will be available. 
Homemade sausage will be featured and will also be for sale 
during the dinner.
Pies...pies...pies. We are asking that each family please donate 
two pies for the dinner. Pies can be brought to the school gym 
on Saturday and on Sunday morning. Your tasty contribution will 
be greatly appreciated.
Men... we need your help as volunteers! On Wednesday, 
February 10th we will cut the meat for the sausage in the gym 
beginning at 6:00pm. On Thursday, February 11th, we will make 
the sausage starting at 8:00 am in the morning. If you wish to 
volunteer, contact Jack Schindler (403-9511), Bernie Schrempp 
(612-382-4003) or the Parish Office (227-4000).
As a reminder, table assignments were distributed at last 
weekend’s mass.  Call Mike Richelsen at 368-0570 if you want 
to confirm your table or wish to volunteer.  You can also confirm 
your table by visiting GA’s website (www.gachaska.org) and 
clicking on the “Beef and Sausage” link.

Beef & Sausage Dinner Back By Popular Demand
Session II Chocolate & Chuckles

WHO: Married, Engaged or Dating Couples
WHAT: Laugh Your Way To A Better Relationship -- Video 
Presenter Mark Gunger, Minister, Counselor, Comedian
WHEN: Saturday Feb 27, 2010
WHERE: St Francis Hall, Guardian Angels Church
WHY: Get together with other couples
INFO: Dennis & Jane Hively 448-6702 or Dan & Richie Klein 
448-4406.  If you missed session I, please attend St Nicholas 
in Carver Feb. 5, 7-9:30 p.m.

Walk-In Immunization Clinic for H1N1 Vaccine
In recent weeks, fewer people have been getting sick with H1N1 flu but 
health experts are warning there may be another wave of flu this winter.  
Carver County Public Health is offering free H1N1 flu shots on Sunday, 
February 7 at Guardian Angels Catholic Church in Chaska.  Clinic 
hours are 9:00 am – 2:00 pm and shots are available to everybody six 
months of age and older.  The shots are entirely free; there is no need 
to bring payment or insurance information.  Vaccines will be 
administered on a first-come, first-served basis.  Guardian Angels 
Church is located at 218 West 2nd Street, Chaska, MN 55318.  Enter 
through the St. Francis Hall entrance.  Please call Public Health at 
952-361-1329 for more information.  

Hearts for Haiti


