












Congratulations To You!Congratulations To You!  

J ust a little over a month ago, (in August), our parish made its 
first monthly assessment payment to the archdiocese of 

$5,000.  It’s the first such required payment we made since 
2003.  (This payment is the beginning 
of staying current with our obligations to 
the Archdiocese, and does not address 
the $200,000 we are in arrears with the 
archdiocese. Though sins may be … 
assessments – something like a parish 
tax – are never forgiven by the Archdio-
cese.)   

The only way we were able to accom-
plish this was by an increase in mem-
bership and an increase in household 
contributions.  So all the congratula-
tions are due to you.  

As it looked like we were going to run out of cash in the bank 
last summer, we took out a line of credit with Klein Bank.  Be-
cause of parishioner generosity through estates, cost-saving 
measures and being creative in realigning job responsibilities 
while filling vacant positions with current employees, we’ve 
managed to avoid going further into debt.  We have not used 
our line of credit yet, and do not anticipate using it at this point. 
Our collections are up 20-40% weekly from last summer and 
school tuition is coming in. And so our cash reserves should 
hold. 

We are not fully where we need to be, yet.  But it is the begin-
ning of the last leg of our challenging journey towards fiscal 
health.  We still need to encourage disciples here – whether 
members or associate members – to give sacrificially of their 
time, talent and treasure to their parish.   And to also switch to e
-giving if they haven’t already; this helps our parish plan a ra-
tional budget.  We are still in the process of planning a budget 
as we move forward in realigning job responsibilities, with an 
eye towards pinching a penny while making wise investments in 
m u c h  n e e d e d  p a r i s h  s t a f f i n g .    
 
The national average for Catholic household giving is 1.2% of 
those households actually giving anything to their parish, the 
lowest of any Christian denomination.  Many Christians in other 
denominations give 5% to 10% of their before-tax income – 
What testimony to trust in God! What testimony to gratitude for 
all that God has given them! Here’s what would happen if every 
parish G.A. household gave 2% or more of its after-tax income 
towards the Mission.  With parishioners giving 2% or more, your 
parish would … 

€ Receive enough income from our Sunday collections to 
only not operate at a deficit, but to make good on our obli-
gations to the archdiocese and pay off our debts.  

€ Attend to a list of deferred maintenance, which we’ve begun 
to tackle but have a long way to go. 

€ Fill in any gaps in ministry that a parish this size requires … 
thereby preserving the health of our new pastor. 

€ Ensure the standard of excellence at our parish school, 
continue to improve and expand our faith formation, help 
parishioners discern and act on their giftedness, help our 

young adults stay faithful to the church. 

€ Increase our outreach to seniors 
and those in need of pastoral care. 

“Give generously back to Him, and 
do so with a willing heart. Then 
because of this the LORD your 
God will bless you in all your work 
and in everything you put your 
hand to.”  Deuteronomy 15:10 

I know, it is way too soon to remind peo-
ple that Christmas is just a few months away.  But it is worth 
mentioning, as we celebrate the hard work and example of our 
parish’s founding families, the sort of gifting that is both chal-
lenging and extremely fulfilling.  These hard-working people 
actually gave up their Christmas gifts in 1902, giving the mon-
eys to the restoration of the church’s interior.  Of course, now 
we have the opposite problem, with a crumbling exte-
rior.  Please keep this matter in your prayers.  If we remain a 
faithful, praying people, God will provide.  Here is a chart to 
guide you as you reflect on your stewardship giving.  Here’s 
what 2% and 3% and 4% actually look like.  

yearly                      a 2%       a 3%       a 4% 
after-tax                pledge     pledge     pledge 
income                  per week per week per week 
$40,000                 $15         $23         $31 
$60,000                 $23         $35         $46 
$80,000                 $31         $46         $62 
$100,000               $38         $58         $77 
$150,000               $58         $87         $115 
$200,000               $77         $115       $154 

Oh yes, please do remember to pick up a laminated e-giving 
card for the collection basket as you come into church.  It helps 
advertise to others what an easy and reliable way e-giving is in 
supporting the Mission.      – Fr. Paul 


